Kleinhans C23-2 Experimental Video 


RTF C23-2 

Experimental Film and Video 

Winter 1994 

TuTh 1-3, 119 Louis Hall 

Chuck Kleinhans 

316 AMS, Tu 3-5 and by Appointment 
chuckkle@merle.acns.nwu.edu 
expected enrollment: 20 

TA: Rick Wojcik, office TBA 

This course continues C23-1, which is a prerequisite. 

The history of U.S. independent video ranging from creative documentaries to 
avant garde experiments will form the core of the course. Works by a variety of 
makers will be screened to examine the expressive involvement of the maker in the 
work and the resulting aesthetic effect. Although the emphasis is on video, some 
film work will also be shown. The course is organized with two repeated thematic 
concerns: personal/autobiographical/diary work and experimental expository essay 
work. 

The screenings and discussions are organized to present a range of different styles 
and subject matters in order to provoke thought about the artistic, personal, ethical, 
and political issues involved. Readings will illustrate various critical approaches to 
video art: they are keyed to works being presented and should be done in advance 
of the class screenings. Discussion of specific works is the central teaching 
method. Thus, attendance is important and participation in discussion will affect 
your grade (15% of final grade). 

There will be a midterm (25 % of final grade) and a final (45% of final grade). The 
final is divided in two: an in-class exam (15% of final grade) and one of the 
following: written work (a.1 5 page research/critical paper, or b. a continuous 
journal of the course, additional screenings, etc. or c. a take home essay exam) or 
with creative work (any appropriate medium; a one page written project proposal, 
a post-production report, and a 1000 word final statement is required; work must 
be original, done for this class). Creative work must be approved by the instructor 
(Kleinhans) in any case, and by the RTF production Committee before work is 
begun if it involves use of any departmental equipment/facilities. The last class is 
an in-class screening of student work. No creative work will be accepted after that 
date. In other words, no late work: if you don't get it in on time you have to take 
the take home exam. The exam will cover the entire course, screenings, readings, 
and discussion. All students must take the mid-term, which is a take home, and do 
four outside screening/event reports (15% of final grade). 
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Assigned reading at the Norris Center store : 


Doug Hall and Sally Jo Fifer, Illuminating Video: An Essential Guide to Video Art 

Tu Jan 7 

course administration 
introduction to video arts 

Meg Amato, State of the (Video) Art: A Conversational Mosaic with Chuck 
Kleinhans (c. 12 min.) [ck] 

Chuck Kleinhans, TV Man at the End of the World's Fair (12 min) [ck] 

Chuck Kleinhans, Angel (12 min) [ck] 

Richard Brenin, Why I Masturbate (6 min) [ck] 

Celia Condit, Possibly in Michigan [ftf-WDSW] 


history: what is tv? 

Ernie Kovacs, The Best of Ernie Kovacs (selections) [rtf] 


Th Jan 9 

image processing 

Barbara Sykes, Electronic Masks (5 min) [ck] 

Max AI my. Perfect Leader [rtf-WDSW] 

Nam June Paik at U of Wisconsin (60 min) [ck] 

Nam June Paik, Global Groove (30 min) EAI 

Tu Jan 14 

performance video 

Wiilliam Wegman, Best of Wegman [rtf] 

Martha Rosier, Semiotics of the Kitchen [rtf-WDSW] 
Davidson Gigliotti, Difficult Music (1981, 27 min) EAI 
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Th Jan 16 

editorial/expository video 

John Greyson, The ADS Epidemic (1987, 5 min.) [ck-VAA] 

Issac Julian, This is Notan AIDS Advertisement (1987, 10 min) [ck-VAA] 

Barbara Hammer, Snow Job: The Media Hysteria of AIDS (1986, 7:33) [ck-VAA] 
Tom Kalin, They Are Lost to Vision Altogether (1989, 14 min) [ck-VAA] 

Martha Rosier, A Simple Case for Torture, or How to Sleep at Night (1983, 62 
min) [ck] 

Tu Jan 21 

personal/portrait narratives 

Linda Montano, Mitchell's Death [rtf-WDSW] 

Satshu Kybartas, Danny (1987, 20.10) [ck-VAA] 

Janice Tanaka, Memories from the Department of Amnesia () EAI or VDB 

Th Jan 23 


conceptual/structural/body based video 
Vito Acconci, Undertone (30 min.) EAI 
video reportage 

TVTV (Top Value Television), Lord of the Universe (1974, 60 min.) EAI 
image processing 2 

Annette Barbier and Drew Browning, Trilogy (1978, 8 min) [AB] 

Tom DeFanti and Dan Sandin, Spiral 4 A.C.M. (6:45 min.) ck 


Tu Jan 28 

visiting artist: Annette Barbier 
Annette Barbier, Forced Perspective (1986, 3:30) [AB] 
Annette Barbier, Table of Silence (1987, 14:00) [AB] 
Annette Barbier, Women's Movements () [AB] 
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Th Jan 30 

conceptual/structural/body based video 2 

Douglas Davis, Video Against Video (1 975, 28:50 B&w and color) EAI 
Joan Jonas, Good Night Good Morning (1 976, 11 :38, b&w) EAI 

narratives: family life 

Mako Idemitsu, Yoji, What's Wrong with You? (1987, 17:50 min., color) EAI 
Mako Idemitsu, Kiyoka's Situation, (1989, 25 min, color) EAI 

Tu Feb 4 

take home essay section of mid-term handed out, due Tu Feb 11 at start of class 
family portraits 

Max Almy, Modern Marriage [rtf-WDSW] 

Ilene Segalove The Mom Tapes [rtf-WDSW] 

Mindy Farber, Suburban Queen [rtf-WDSW] 

visiting artist: Michelle Citron 

on film/video, transformations of personal through dramatic narrative 


Th Feb 6 

personal reportage 

Louis Hock, The Mexican Tapes, vol. 1 (60 min.) ck 


in-class mid-term on the readings and screenings to date (one hour) 


Tu Feb 11 


neo-romanticism 

Bill Viola, Migration (1976, 7.00 min) [rtf] 

Bill Viola, The Reflecting Pool (1977-79, 7:00 min.) [rtf] 
Bill Viola, Ancient of Days (1979-81, 12:21 min) [rtf] 
Bill Viola, Chott el-Djerid (28:00) [rtf] 


Dara Birnbaum, Damnation of Faust: Evocation [rtf-EAI collect.] 
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Th Feb 13 

tentative—visiting German filmmaker Haroun Larocki, with short films 
if not available, Exerpts from Godard/Mieville, 6x2 [ck] 


Tu Feb 18 

neo-romanticism 2 

Bill Viola, I Do Not Know What It Is I Am Like (89 min.) [rtf] 

Th Feb 20 

simple postmodernism 

Dara Birnbaum VDB program 3 and 4 

Technology/Transformation: Wonder Woman (1978, 7 min) 

Kiss the Girls: Make them Cry (1979, 7 min.) 

Pop-Pop Video A: general Hospital/Olympic Women Speed Skating (1 980, 6 

min.) 

Pop-Pop Video B: Kojak/Wang (1980, 4 min.) 

Remy/Grand Central Taisns and Boats and Planes (1980, 4 min) 

New Music Shorts (1981, 6 min.) 

PM Magazine/Acid Rock (1982, 3 min.) 

editorial/expository video 

Laura Kipnis, Ecstasy Unlimited: The Interpenetration of Sex and Capital (1985, 60 
min.) LK 

Tu Feb 25 

editorial/expository video 
visiting artist: Laura Kipnis 

Laura Kipnis, Your Money or Your Life (exerpt) LK 
Laura Kipnis, A Man's Woman (exerpt) LK 
Laura Kipnis, Marx: The Video 30 min. LK 


Th Feb 27 
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personal essay video 

Michael Kroetsch, It's Normal (short version)-ck, maker will bill 
Marlon Riggs, Anthem (Frameline, San Francisco) 

Marlon Riggs, Affirmations(Frameline, San Francisco) 

Vanalyne Green, Trick or Drink (1984, 20 min.) VDB 

Vanalyne Green, A Spy in the House that Ruth Built (1989, 29:30 min.) VDB 

Tu Mar 3 

editorial/expository video: neo-romantic reportage 

Chuck Kleinhans, Postcards from Nicaragua (exerpt) ck 
Julia Lesage, El Crucero (exerpt) ck 

editorial/expository video: porno parody, satire 

Sherry Millner, Scenes from the Micro-War (1985, 24:00) VDB 

Martha Rosier and Paper Tiger Television, Born to Be Sold: Martha Rosier Reads 

the Strange Case of Baby M (1988, 35:00) VDB 

Th Mar 5 

epic postmodern 

Steve Fagin, The Machine that Killed Bad People (120 min.) VDB 

Tu Mar 10 

course evaluation 

take home essay handed out 

screenings for take home essay 1 

Bruce and Norman Yonemoto and Jeffrey Vallance, Blinky, 1989 15:30 VDB 
Sherry Millner and Ernie Larsen, Out of the Mouths of Babes (20 min) VDB 

student final screenings (part one) 

Th Mar 12 

screenings for take home essay 2 

Edin Velez, Meta Mayan II (1981, 20:02 min) EAI 

Julie Zando, Let's Play Prisoners (1988, 22:05) VDB 
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student final screenings (part two-last chance) 

final research/critical papers or completed journals, or take home essay exams or 
final report on creative work are due by noon Wed. of exam week. 



